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A Lower Salford man and former Allentown School District teacher is headed to prison for having inappropriate physical contact with a 12-year-old girl who was the daughter of his friends.

"I have to do what's best for society. I have to protect them. It is in fact a molestation. This touching of a young lady is inappropriate. There's no other word for it," Montgomery County Judge William J. Furber Jr. said on Monday as he sentenced Matthew D. Loizeaux to 2 to 23 months in the county prison, to be followed by eight years of probation.

The sentence was in connection with incidents that occurred between June 2007 and November 2008 while the girl was in his company in Lower Salford.

Loizeaux, 49, of the 400 block of Oak Drive, pleaded guilty to charges of corruption of a minor, endangering the welfare of a child and indecent assault.

The indecent contact involved inappropriate touching and kissing. The investigation began when the girl confided in her mother about the incidents, according to the criminal complaint filed by Lower Salford Police Officer Vincent Medveckus.

Testimony revealed the touching incidents did not escalate to something more sexual. The judge characterized the case as a tragedy that has negatively affected the lives of two young people, the girl who was assaulted by Loizeaux and Loizeaux's own teenage son who has been scarred by his father's actions.

The judge ordered Loizeaux to report to the prison on Nov. 16 to begin serving his sentence.

Loizeaux, who is eligible for the

work release program during his incarceration, also must complete 400 hours of community service once he's released.

Loizeaux also must register his address with state police for 10 years after his release in order to comply with the state's Megan's Law. The judge ordered Loizeaux to continue with outpatient counseling and treatment when he's released from prison.

Assistant District Attorney Kate McGill sought prison time against Loizeaux, pointing to the close friendship Loizeaux had with the girl's parents.

"This family trusted this man and he took advantage of that trust and he took advantage of her age and her innocence," McGill argued, adding the girl has struggled "emotionally" with what occurred. "They all trusted Mr. Loizeaux and he violated that trust in one of the worst ways that anyone can violate a trust."

The girl, clutching a stuffed toy dog in court, did not testify.

But the girl's parents presented the judge with emotional testimony about being betrayed by a man they considered a friend. They testified they supported a grief-stricken Loizeaux when his wife died suddenly several years ago and that he used his loss as a cover to violate their daughter.

"This animal destroyed my daughter's life with his own unholy pleasures," the girl's father testified.

The girl's mother described Loizeaux's behavior as "sick, perverse, vile and evil."

Defense lawyer Marc R. Steinberg sought leniency on behalf of Loizeaux, arguing for a probationary sentence.

"He should have known better. We know that. Did he do wrong? Of course he did," said Steinberg, arguing, however, that Loizeaux was never in trouble with the law before, has shown remorse and accepted responsibility for his actions as soon as he was confronted with the allegations.

Steinberg added Loizeaux has sought treatment and previously led a good life as a teacher and Boy Scout leader. Loizeaux, who has a degree in atmospheric science, resigned from his teaching post at the time of his arrest, according to testimony.

"Here's a man, who but for this, has a good reputation in the community," Steinberg said.

Loizeaux, supported in court by his son, his brother and his mother, showed remorse before learning his fate and said the pain he caused his former friends is something he will never forget.

"I hurt many people. I have failed them miserably. I have dishonored by wife's memory. That is a pain I will bear with me until my dying breath. I am thoroughly ashamed of my actions," Loizeaux told the judge.

