House guest jailed for sexual assault
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Calling a Mississippi man’s conduct “incomprehensible,” a judge sent him to jail for having indecent contact with an 11-year-old girl while he was a houseguest of the girl’s family in Towamencin.

Scott William Shipley, 46, of Ridgeland, was sentenced in Montgomery County Court on Thursday to 11 ½- to-23-months in the county jail, to be followed by seven years’ probation, after he pleaded guilty to charges of unlawful contact with a minor, indecent assault, corruption of a minor and theft by unlawful taking in connection with the October 2008 incident while he was staying at a home in the Grist Mill development in Towamencin.

“By your actions you have taken away the innocence of an 11-year-old,” President Judge Richard J. Hodgson scolded Shipley. “Her childhood will always be marred. She will never forget this and will never be the same child she was. These cases are incomprehensible.”

The theft charge arose because Shipley took a pair of the girl’s underwear with him after he fled from the home, according to testimony.

“Was this some sort of trophy? Some sort of future gratification?” the girl’s father angrily confronted Shipley in court, expressing the disgust his family felt at being betrayed by someone considered to be a friend.

The girl’s father testified his daughter was traumatized by the event, was afraid to sleep in her own bedroom and has undergone counseling.

Shipley also must report his address to police for 10 years in order to comply with Megan’s Law.

“For him to do this in the home of a friend, that is a brazen act,” said Assistant District Attorney Samantha Cauffman, who argued for a state prison sentence against Shipley.

“He saw his opportunity. Thank God, she told,” added Cauffman, calling the girl “brave” for having the courage to report Shipley’s conduct to her parents.

Defense lawyer James P. Lyons argued for leniency on behalf of Shipley, hoping for a sentence of no more than a minimum of three months in jail.

“I believe my client has expressed sincere remorse. He is as perplexed by this as the victim’s father as to why this happened,” Lyons told the judge, arguing there is a minimal chance of Shipley being a recidivist.

Shipley apologized for his conduct and indicated he is in a sex offender counseling program.

“I can’t even express how sorry I am for this. I don’t have an excuse for it. I wish to God I could take it back. I am seeking therapy to understand why it happened to make sure it never happens again,” Shipley, who also listed an address in Tennessee, testified.

Towamencin police responded to the girl’s home at 1:34 a.m. on Oct. 6, to investigate a report of sexual assault that occurred in the home. Police learned that an acquaintance of the residents, Shipley, was visiting from Mississippi and stayed overnight.

Shipley entered the bedroom of the girl, touched her inappropriately and had other indecent contact with her, according to the arrest affidavit filed by Towamencin Detective James Hanrahan.

“(The girl) stated that she was very scared during this ordeal and was trying to think of an excuse to get out of her bedroom. She told him that she had to go to the bathroom and she left and told her parents what had happened,” Hanrahan wrote in the arrest affidavit.

Immediately following the incident, Shipley left the home and police subsequently tracked him to the Hershey area. Police located Shipley at a Comfort Inn in Derry Township, Dauphin County, where he was taken into custody.
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UPDATE: JUDGE DENIES REQUEST: A judge has denied a convicted child molester’s request that he be allowed to spend part of his sentence in a psychological treatment program instead of jail.

Montgomery County President Judge Richard J. Hodgson, in a one-page order, said he will not modify or reconsider the 11 ½  – to-23-month jail term he imposed against Scott William Shipley, who admitted to having indecent contact with an 11-year-old girl while visiting the girl’s Towamencin family.

Shipley, through his lawyer James P. Lyons, had argued in court papers that continuing his psychological treatment while in custody “would most likely endanger him.” Therefore, Shipley asked the judge to allow him to serve at least a portion of his sentence in a long-term sexual offender’s treatment program.

On Aug. 20, Hodgson, calling Shipley’s conduct “incomprehensible,” sentenced Shipley, of Ridgeland, to the jail term and seven years’ probation. Shipley also must report his address to police for 10 years in order to comply with Megan’s Law after he’s released from jail.

Shipley pleaded guilty to charges of unlawful contact with a minor, indecent assault, corruption of a minor and theft by unlawful taking in connection with the October 2008 incident while he was staying at a home in the Grist Mill development in Towamencin.

The theft charge arose because Shipley took a pair of the girl’s underwear with him after he fled from the home, according to testimony. The girl’s father testified his daughter was traumatized by the event, was afraid to sleep in her own bedroom and has undergone counseling.

Assistant District Attorney Samantha Cauffman argued for a state prison sentence against Shipley, calling his conduct “brazen.”

Lyons previously argued for leniency on behalf of Shipley, hoping for a sentence of no more than a minimum of three months in jail, claiming Shipley expressed sincere remorse and sought psychological treatment to gain insight into why he committed the act.

Towamencin police responded to the girl’s home at 1:34 a.m. on Oct. 6, to investigate a report of sexual assault that occurred in the home. Police learned that an acquaintance of the residents, Shipley, was visiting from Mississippi and stayed overnight.

Shipley entered the bedroom of the girl, touched her inappropriately and had other indecent contact with her, according to the arrest affidavit filed by Towamencin Detective James Hanrahan.

“(The girl) stated that she was very scared during this ordeal and was trying to think of an excuse to get out of her bedroom. She told him that she had to go to the bathroom and she left and told her parents what had happened,” Hanrahan wrote in the arrest affidavit.

Immediately following the incident, Shipley left the home and police subsequently tracked him to the Hershey area. Police located Shipley at a Comfort Inn in Derry Township, Dauphin County, where he was taken into custody.
